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HYPOCRISY – IT’S ALL ABOUT MOTIVE
MATTHEW 6:1-6; 16-18




We are now moving into Matthew chapter six. We have seen to whom Jesus is speaking and how they are the ones who actually are living the good life. We have seen Jesus speak to the dignity and value of all human life. We have seen how we are not to respond in kind to the violence and shaming others use in order to elevate themselves. We have been taught how to redefine those relationships and that it is our standing before God that actually defines such things. We have been told to love not only our neighbors, but our enemies also, and how these things serve to make us more mature in our faith. All that Jesus has said runs contrary to most of the thinking of the religious establishment of the day. The people had simply not been taught the proper way to read and understand Torah. They had been taught dogma. And we can all fall into that trap. Thus far, Jesus has focused on, for the most part, the relationships between individuals. He hasn’t focused so much on religious practices – though they are sometimes implied. As we move into chapter six, Jesus will begin to focus on what we might term, “religious practices”. That is, He focuses on things that were at the core of Judaism; namely, giving to the poor, prayer and fasting. These are important things that should be done. And they were done in that day – maybe more so than they are today. However, though they were being done, they weren’t necessarily being done for the right reasons. 

We need to understand that Jesus is not giving us the NT version of the Law. Jesus is not cranking out new commands that we can check off our lists of daily devotion. He is giving us life. He is showing us what living in the kingdom – the kingdom life is like. And in that, there is a big difference. As we have seen thus far, one can DO the commandments and still miss the mark. We can check the boxes and still not fulfill Torah. We can complete our daily religious lists and still not have drawn any closer to God, or even gotten much of His attention. That is because, while actions are certainly important, the actions have to come from the right heart. The heart has to be in the actions. People can certainly benefit from our actions. A person in need can certainly benefit from us giving to them. But that doesn’t mean that we have benefitted in the way God intended. Today we will see Jesus refer to this theme in a new way. 
 

Matt. 6:1 “Beware of rpracticing your righteousness before other people in order sto be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.

This is Jesus’ introductory statement regarding this section of scripture. Jesus speaks of practice and reward. And He leads off with a warning. He says, “Beware”. Beware of what? “Beware of practicing, (doing) your righteousness before people in order to be seen by them.” 

In verse 5, Jesus labels those who do this as hypocrites. Jesus is the only one who uses this term. 

If I were to ask the average person what a hypocrite was, I would most likely get a definition such as, ‘one who says one thing and does another.’ Or, ‘a person who doesn’t practice what they preach.’ That is what I was always taught. And that is part of it, but it doesn’t totally capture what Jesus says. It is true that the word hypocrite comes from a Greek word, ‘hypocrates’, meaning actor. But the word ‘hupocristes’ is also used. And when we look carefully at the examples Jesus gives, we can see that this isn’t necessarily what was meant. What we see is that people are actually doing good things, but they are being done for the wrong reason. That is actually what a hypocrite is. 

And lest we think that, “that isn’t us,” we need to understand that Jesus’ warning comes to us because we can easily fall into the practice of doing the right things for the wrong reasons. We can easily become self-congratulatory in our own hearts. 

We need to ask ourselves, “are we doing this to be seen by others?” 

Remember that Jesus lived in an honor/ shame culture. Unless you were born into an honorable situation, family, position, the only way honor could be attained within your sphere was to DO things that were honorable. And there is certainly nothing wrong with doing honorable things. But this was a game that was played. And it was the only game in town. Being honorable is just that – honorable. But once again, Jesus continually comes back to the heart, where we find motive. And that is where He focuses, for that is where man’s root problem is. 

This goes along with what Jesus says bout “reward” or, ‘mythsos’, also translated as “wage”. We may think that there is something wrong with wanting something in return. And in many cases that is true. We don’t things for someone in order to put them in a quid pro quo situation. That is manipulation and Jesus has already addressed that. But we need to ask ourselves from whom do we seek the reward – God or man? That is at the heart of what Jesus is saying. 

Throughout the Bible, God has a habit of giving people what they want. When Israel wanted to follow other gods, YHWH allowed it. And then, in a way, He asks, “How is that working out for you?” God doesn’t zap with lightning every time we choose the wrong tree. He usually gives enough rope to hang ourselves. And eventually, He asks, “How is that going for you?” 

So, we need to assess whether we are seeking the reward from the right source. The key to this is in whom we are to image. The Apostle Paul made no qualms about the fact that he was seeking a reward. God is meritorious. He does reward us. Jesus just said so. But once again, from whom are seeking the reward, or in Jesus’ day, one might say honor. 

Jesus then moves into three religious practices that were at the very heart of the Jewish faith: giving to the poor, prayer and fasting. 


Matt. 6:2   t“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may ube praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have vreceived their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. wAnd your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Giving of alms, or, almsgiving was something intrinsic to Judaism. The OT is replete with the fact that the poor are to be taken care of. After all, their lives have the same innate value as everyone else’s. But Jesus says that the hypocrites did this while making sure to be seen. As we see here, the issue is not that someone was saying one thing and doing another. No, this was being done. However, it was being done for the wrong reason. It was being done in order to be seen, enhancing one’s standing/ honor in the community. Jesus says that that person has received their reward. They got the honor they wanted. But that is all they got – the praises of people. That is what they wanted and that is what they got. God allowed them that. They were “acting” in the sense that they wanted to be seen as righteous or pious. But they weren’t saying one thing and doing another. They were doing the right thing for the wrong reason. This isn’t to be. 

Jesus says to not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. How can we do that? This, of course is a figure of speech. It isn’t that we are to do our good deeds under the cover of darkness. After all, how can we be imager, that is, who people how the kingdom life is to be lived if we are never seen. True, we shouldn’t go out of our way to be seen doing something kind. That shows pretense. But there is nothing inherently wrong with being seen doing something good or kind. The point goes back to motive. 

Have you ever been driving somewhere and then get to a place, not remembering how you got there? Do you use your turn signal without having to really think about it? Musicians, are you able to play riffs, or sing and play without consciously thinking about every action or movement? That is what not letting your left hand know what the right hand is doing. 

The believer, the follower of Jesus is to be such an imager, such a follower of Christ that good deeds just ooze out of them without having to think about it. Those things have become intrinsic to them. They have become such a basic part of life that they are done without having to think about them. This is the life of which Jesus is speaking. 

Jesus then moves on to prayer. Another intrinsic thing of the kingdom life. 


Matt. 6:5   “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love xto stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. yTruly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, zgo into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. aAnd your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

There is that word again – hypocrite. And we can see how Jesus is using it. It isn’t that people are saying one thing and doing another; or even saying one thing and living another. The praying is being done, but it isn’t being done for the right reason. We may ask why someone would go to a street corner to pray. That does seem pretentious. However, in Jesus’ day, Jews prayed three times a day, not matter where they were. Usually, horns were blown to signify that it was time for daily prayer. No one was wearing a watch. No one had a phone or alarm. It was someone’s job to blow a shofar at the appointed time of prayer. If you have ever been to Israel or a Muslim country, you have heard the public calls to prayer. This is what I’m talking about here. Therefore, once could be at a street corner when the horn blew, and therefore you would pray at that location. So, is that person to run and hide in an alley when the horn is blown? No. That is missing the point. There were some who would make it a point to be in as visible a place as possible when the horn went off in order to be seen. The difference is that of you happened to be there, that was one thing. But if you made it a point to be in a very visible place in order to be seen, then you were a hypocrite – someone doing the right thing, (praying) but for the wrong reason; to be seen by others. Can you see the difference?

Jesus states that we should go to our rooms and close the door. Does this do away with public prayer? Not in the least. The Jews prayed three times a day. They had to be out and about doing their jobs. Jesus is not doing away with public prayer. We do it here all the time. He is being a but hyperbolic in order to make His point. Rather than praying in order to be seen, we should understand that God hears the heart, (what is in secret), and therefore He gleans our motives. Prayer can be in public or in private. But it is never to be done in order to be seen by others. It is to be an intelligent, meaningful conversation with God. 

We all know people that seem to be good “prayers”. They have the vocabulary, the cadence, the force behind their words. There’s nothing wrong with that as long as the motive is in the right place. If they are really talking to God and not talking to be heard or in order to impress others, then there is nothing wrong. But Jesus says, “Beware.” Why? Because the desire for the honor and status can creep into our hearts. And then a good thing becomes a good thing being done for the wrong reason, which makes it a bad thing. 

If we look ahead, we see Jesus addressing the issue of fasting. 

Matt. 6:16   “And twhen you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. uTruly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, vanoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. wAnd your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

Fasting was another facet of Judaism, as well as Christianity. However, we tend to think of it, for the most part, in a different way than they did. Nowadays, if fasting is done at all, it is often done as a means to try to move God. 

In the OT, fasting was commanded only on the Day of Atonement. We do see it spoken of elsewhere though. In the OT, as well as in Acts, we see it being done in order to commemorate something sacred. It was a way of showing how serious or sacred an event was. It was a response to something happening or something that had already happened. It wasn’t something done in order to move God. 

Once again, we have a good thing being done for the wrong reason – in order to be seen. Fasting is a great exercise. Most of could use the missing of a meal here or there. The hypocrites would walk around looking haggard in order to let people know they were fasting. Some would even mark their faces. Why? In order that others would know they were fasting and honor them. They got their reward. But Jesus says not to do that. He says to do the opposite. Wash your face. Anoint your head. The application of olive oil the hair and skin was akin to putting product in your hair and applying lotion to the body. Jesus says to “doll up” in order not to be seen as fasting. The act of fasting was/ is to be done in “secret”. God knows what you are doing, and that is what matters.

When God knows, you will get the reward/ wages from Him. And that is the point. We live for an audience of one, as Os Guiness would say. We live for God. By living for God, we treat others accordingly. We are to produce fruit. We are to be seen living the kingdom life. But we are to be seen in order that God gets the glory, not us. We do have a reward. And it isn’t something collected in the clouds when we die. The reality is to be the inaugurated kingdom here and now. Our job as imagers is to show others what that is like. What God is like. And part of that is the idea of Him being glorified, not us. 

If we are living the kingdom life and being imagers of God, then we are to be seen, will be seen. However, they are to see God in us and through us, giving Him the glory. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]From whom do you want glory and honor? Whomever it is, you will get it from them. Choose wisely. 
